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Theft of Spanish Passports and Recovery of U.S. Passports
Two blank Spanish passports and six passports issued to

Spaniards were recently stolen from the Spanish consulates in
Brussels, Belgium, and Hendaye, France. (UNCLASSTFIED)
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Kidnapped Swissair Executive Released

Kurt Schmid, the Swissair general manager for Latin Amer-
ica who was kidnapped on 22 October by unknown individuals,
was released on 29 November and is out of Argentina, according
to a company spokesman. Swissair did not provide further
details on Schmid's release, but sources close to Schmid's
family said he was freed only after a large ransom was paid.
The identity of the kidnappers is still not known. (For fur-
ther details on the kidnapping, see the 7 November issue,
page 9) (UNCLASSIFIED)
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Soviet Jewish Transit Facility at Schoenau Castle is Closed

The government of Austria closed the Schoenau Castle
transit facility for Soviet Jews on 10 December, fulfilling a
promise it made to two Arab terrorists on 28 September in ex-
change for the release of four hostages (see 30 October issue,
page 1). The Schoenau complex, a former Hapsburg summer re-
treat, had been in operation since 1965 under the direct con-
trol of the Jewish Agency, the Israeli organization charged
with the immigration of all Jews to Israel. The Jewish Agency
had cared for more than 80,000 Soviet Jews during its eight
years of operation at Schoenau and had provided the Soviet
emigrants with rest and medical attention before they resumed
their journey to Israel.

While publicly acknowledging the closure of Schoenau,
the Austrian government with little fanfare opened another
transit facility 25 miles south of Vienna in the village of
Wollersdorf. The new facility is called the Lower Austrian
Provincial Red Cross Aid Station for Refugees and Other
Transients. After the arrival of the Soviet Jews in Vienna
by train from the USSR, the Red Cross transports to Wollers-
dorf the emigrants in need of medical attention and those
physically exhausted from the long train ride. Once at the
aid station they receive proper medication and needed rest
before they leave by air for Israel.

The residents of Wollersdorf and Israeli officials have
expressed concern over the location and physical security of
the new transit facility located there. Village leaders have
sent telegrams to the government stating their fears that the
presence of the Soviet Jews in Wollersdorf would seriously
endanger the safety of the 2500 inhabitants of the village.
Israeli officials told a U.S. newsman that the Wollersdorf
aid station is vulnerable to attack by Arab terrorists be-
cause it is bordered by a large ditch, a highway and many pri-
vate houses, all of which could be used for attacks. These
officials also pointed out a hill overlooking the facility
which could be used as a staging area for operations directed
~against the aid station directly below. (UNCLASSIFIED)
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Continued Detention of Three Arab Terrorists in Rome

The Italian magistrate on 17 December refused to grant
provisional liberty to three remaining Arab terrorists from a
group of five arrested on 5 September in Ostia in possession
of SA-7 (STRELA) missiles, according to an Italian newspaper.
The missiles were purportedly to be used in attacking an E1 Al
aircraft. Two of the group were released on provisional 1lib-
erty on 30 October. (See the 21 November issue, page 9, and
the 7 November issue, page 7.)

The court process was interrupted by the announcement of
the terrorist attack at Fiumicino, which caused increased se-
curity measures to be enforced at the trial. The hearing was
resumed after the interruption, and the magistrate postponed
additional discussion and sentencing until 28 December. (UN-
CLASSIFIED)
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Israelis Commit Hijacker to Mental Hospital
An Israeli court has ordered a Libyan hijacker to be con-
fined in a mental hospital where he will be under psychiatric
care until cured, according to an 11 December press announce-
ment. The Libyan hijacked a Middle East Airlines jet on a 16
August flight from Benghazi, Libya, to Beirut and ordered it
flown to Israel. (See 22 August issue, page 1.) (UNCLASSI-
FIED)
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